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WRESTLING IS LIKE
RELIGION. YOU GET
IT OR YOU PON'T.

LAPIES AND
GENTLEMEN, STAND
TO YOUR FEET! IT'S
TIME TO PAY HOMAGE
TO THE REASON
WE'RE ALL HERE
TONIGHT.

I GOT IT. FROM LAY ONE, THIS
WAS ALL I EVER WANTEP TO BE.
A GRAPPLER. A SHOOTER. A
CHAMPION. BUT EVERYWHERE T
GO, IT'S THE SAME QUESTION...




FROM HIS EPIC
MATCHES WITH AWF
WORLD CHAMPION, BUPPY
PEACOCK, TO SETTLING
BACK IN A HOMETOWN
RE-NAMEP N HIS
HONOR.

HE LENT HIS

FACE TO THE BEST
FRIED-CHICKEN JOINTS
IN THE US4, RAPISON'S
CHAMPIONSHIP CHICKEN.
AVAILABLE AT THE
SNACK BAR.

"WRESTLINGZ/
e s YEAH, IT'S "FAKE. " SO ARE THE CRAPPY SHOWS ON EVERY
/ RIGHT CHANNEL. POEEN'T STOP YOL FROM TUNING IN EVERY WEEK.

I WASN'T MEANT TO BE BLRIEP TEN
MINUTES FROM WHERE I WAS BORN. WHEN
I PIE, YOU'LL REMEMBER MY NAME.

SFW'S
FOUNPER
AND WORLP
HEAVYWEIGHT
CHAMPION...

RALISON/ OH, PIP YOU THINK
THAT WAS MEZ NO.
THAT'S NOT ME.




ROMPETIZE
ROMLY,

YOU SENT ME TO THE UNIVERSITY
OF ALABAMA, WHERE I SET MORE
RECORPS ON THE FIELD THAN YOU
EVER PIP IN THE RING!

SORRY TO BE RUPE.
I WAS TAUGHT NEVER TO
INTERRUPT MY ELDERS, BUT
YOU KNOW THAT BETTER
THAN ANYONE, AP/

YOU'RE
THE WORLPD'S
"BEST DAD."

ROMETIZE
oMY
THAT'S
NOT ME EITHER.
THANK GOZ,

I'VE KNOWN THAT PRICK SINCE HE
WAS IN FIFTH GRAPE. BOTH TIMES.

BACK IN SCHOOL,
I LEARNED ABOUT THE
ANIMAL KINGPOM. YOU'VE
BEEN KING OF THE LIONS
A LONG TIME, DAD. BUT A
YOUNG LION ALWAYS
RISES TO TAKE OVER
THE PACK!
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PRIPES, LIONS
LIVE IN PRIPES,
NOT FPACKS. IPIOT.

OUR TOUR
BEGINS TOMORROW
NIGHT. I'M COMING
FOR MY BIRTHRIGHT.
I'M COMING FOR
YOUR TITLE.

HE'S RIGHT ABOUT ONE THING.
THE TOLR POES BEGIN TOMORROW.
WHAT WILL I BE POINGZ




LOOK
out!

MY
JOB,

CHAMPIONS CAN'T BECOME CHAMPIONS
WITHOUT AN ENEMY TO VANGLISH--AN
OPPONENT TO PEFEAT. SOMEONE'S
GOT 10 BE THE JOBBER.

ANG
LUNFORTUNATELY,
THAT'S ME.

ZESTAS BIEN,
HERMANOZ

FINE.
LET'S GET
THIS OVER
WITH.

ONE...TWO...
THREE!

YOUR IT TAKES TWO WRESTLERS
WINNER BY TO WORK A MATCH. UNFORTLINATELY,
PINFALL, BLUE THE CROWP ONLY REMEMBERS THE
BOMBA! ONE WITH THEIR HANZ RAISEL,

AS LONG AS IM WORKING
FOR RICKY RAPISON FOR
THIRTY BUCKS A NIGHT, THAT'S

NEVER GOING TO BE ME.




COMING BACK TO MY
HOMETOWN TO WORK
FOR SFW WAS A STIFF
SHOT OF REALITY.

IT'S ALL ABOUT WHO
YOU KNOW. I PON'T
KNOW ANYONE.

WAy
TO CONNECT,
JASON! Goop
WORK, BOYS.

MY SKILLS PON'T
MATTER. NOT IN
THIS BUSINESS.

COME ON,
JASON! THAT
IRISH WHIP LOOKS
PRUNK, GET YOUR
HEAD IN THE
GAME, BOY.

WELL, NOT EXACTLY. I KNOW
BARBWIRE. I WOLLPN'T BE
ALIVE TOLAY WITHOUT HIM.

NO ONE HANPEP BARBWIRE
ANYTHING. HE HAP TO WORK TEN
TIMES HARPER FOR EVERY CENT

HE MAPE IN THIS BUSINESS.

HE EARNEP HIS
RETIREMENT, I PON'T KNOW
WHY HE'S WORKING FOR
RAPISON THESE PAYS.

GLESS I SHOULPN'T
COMPLAIN. HE'S THE ONLY
REASON I HAVE A JOB,




THAT'S IT
FOR TOPDAY. HIT THE
SHOWERS. BY THE
WAY, JASON, THERE'S
ANOTHER MESSAGE
FOR YOU ON THE
MACHINE. IT'S FROM
YOUR DAD.

REMEMBER
TO PRESS NICE FOR

YOUR BLIND PATE. YOUR
MOMMA SAIP BE
PRESENTABLE.

MOM NEEDPS
TO FIND PATES
FOR HERSELF.
I'M TOO BUSY
WORKING.

BLUE AND' T \J OF COURSE,
COULP TEAR THE HOUSE RAPISON WOULD
DOWN IF WE WORKED NEVER LET US

MATCHES LIKE WE PIP IN OUTSHINE
MEXICO. BILLY...

HOW PO I
Lookz

I WISH
IOWNED A
CAMERA,




WRESTLINGZ!
YOU KNOW IT'S
FAKE, RIGHTZ

4
4
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SHELLEY.

I'VE KNOWN THE BRONTE
SISTERS FOR YEARS.

SIGH...
I MEAN, IT'S COOL.
EVERYONE HAS DREAMS. I
KNEW LOTS OF GLYS THAT
GREW UP WANTING TO BE
WRESTLERS--THEY WANTED IMNOTHING
TO BE RICKY RAPISON OR LIKE THEM.
BLIPDY PEACOCK.
N\
OKAY...NEW SUBJECT. UM, I PO LIKE PIONEERED
DO YOU LIKE TO READ? I DO. MY NAME TO READ. MARY SCIENCE FICTION
FROST, EMERSON, DICKINSON, IS COURTNEY. | SHELLEY, WROTE WHEN SHE
SPSHHZ T FEEL LIKE COURTNEY \ FRANKENSTEN. WAS ABOLT

HART. SEVENTEEN.

HAVE UNIVERSITY
STANPARDS FALLEN
THAT MUCHZ

VERY FUNNY.
YES, I KNOW MARY
SHELLEY. I JUST
PIPN'T EXPECT YOU
TO KNOW--

YOU MEAN YoU
PIPN'T EXPECT
AWRESTLER
TO KNOW.




YOU CALL
WRESTLING FAKE--I CALL
IT TELLING A STORY. STORIES
COME FROM EVERYWHERE.
EVEN MUSIC. I GOT MY FIRST
WRESTLING NAME FROM A
GRUNGE ALBUM I BOUGHT
IN MEXICO CITY.

YOU'VE
BEEN TO
MEXICOZ!

IT'S WHERE I
LEARNED TO WRESTLE.
ANP WHERE I MET MY
BEST AMIGO, OF
COLURSE,

COMPAPRE.

THAT'S AMAZIN@\/_\/ ILOVE

I THOUGHT GONG GRUNGE MUSIC
TO COLLEGE WAS TOO. MAYBE T'LL
ABIG DEAL, MAKE YOU A MIXTAPE
BEFORE THE TOLR.
WHAT'S YOUR
WRESTLING
NAMEZ

HEY,
EVERYONE!



YOUR
SOON-TO-BE
WORLP CHAMPION
HAS ARRIVED!

HELLO, BILLY!
WANT A BANANA
SPLITZ IT'S ON
THE HOUSE!

YOU ANPD YOUR MASKED MARVEL
BUPDY ARE GOING WAY TOO LONG
WITH YOUR MATCHES. STOP IT. NO
ONE PAIP TO SEE YOU, NO ONE
CARES. THIS IS MY TOLR.

OH,
LOOK. IT'S
THE CURTAIN
JERK-OFF,

WELL, WELL. DO MY EYES
PECEIVE MEZ DIP YOU CATCH
YOURSELF A RATZ HOW CUTE.
TOO CUTE, IN FACT.

HEY, SWEETIE,
MAYBE YOU'D
RATHER EAT
WITH ME.

YOUR LOSS.
HEY, JERK-OFF.
A WORP.

YOU WANNA HIT
MEZ GO AHEAD. SEE
WHAT HAPPENS,




YEAH,
THAT'S WHAT
I THOUGHT.

Dear
Mom,

Hows Aftanta? Longratulations
on making the bg show for a

fraveling murse. Wish I could
say the same.

1 had lunch yesterday with your friends
daughter, Lourtney. I iked her. But T
sorry, I don't think there will be a

second date. It for the best:

The four starts
Tonjght: Bus is leaving
early affernoon.

my sperm donor—

Please, don't worry. Im
not going fo end up like

JASON?Z!

I WANTED
TO SAY GOOP
LuckK,

HEY, KIP.
WE GOTTA TALK.
WHAT HAPPENED
BETWEEN YOU
AND BABY
RADISONZ



IHATE
SMALL TOWNS.

AND HOW
PIP HE MAKE
YOU LOOK LIKE
AN IPIOTZ

NOTHING
HAPPENED, HE
MAPE ME LOOK LIKE
AN IPIOT IN FRONT
OF COURTNEY AND T
LEFT. THAT'S IT. I
SWEAR,

HE LET ME
KNOW THIS TOUR
WAS ABOUT HIM. HE
MAPE ME FEEL LIKE
I WAS NOTHING.
LESS THAN
NOTHING.

I KNOW SOMETHING
ABOUT THAT. YOU GOTTA
LEARN TO SPOT TRUST IN
THIS BUSINESS. IF YOU
FIN? SOMEONE YOU CAN
TRUST, HOLP ON TO THEM.
STAY AWAY FROM THOSE
YOU CAN'T.

ANP YOU
CAN'T TRUST
ANYONE
NAMEDP
RAPISON.

IJUSTGOTA
PHONE CALL. THE
BOSS WANTS TO
SEE YOU AT HIS
HOUSE. NOW.




THIS PLACE IS
RIPICULOLS, WOW. THE PUMFS
MOM ANP I USEP
TO RENT WERE

BARELY THE SIZE
OF HIS BROOM
CLOSETS, WHY

AM I HEREZ

JASON,
COME N,

UH, I'M
JASON LYNN.
HERE TO SEE
MR. RAPISON.

YES. HE'S
WAITING FOR
YOU IN THE
STUPY.

TELL ME,
HAVE YOU EVER
HAD THIRTY-YEAR
OLD SCOTCH
BEFOREZ

I WASN'T \/ I WISH MY SON
OFFERING. IWAS Y COLLD SHOW THE
ASKING FYOU'D  SAME RESTRAINT,
HAD IT. T COMMEND  HE'S THE REASON T
YOU. TEMPERANCE N ASKED YOU HERE.
15 RARE IN OLR

BUSINESS.

IDPON'T
PRINK,

1S THIS ABOUT
WHAT HAPPENED
AT THE PINER
BETWEEN US?

I PON'T KNOW WHAT
YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT.
LAST NIGHT, BILLY HAP
AN...UNFORTUNATE
INCIPENT.

NOW, BUY ME
ANOTHER PRINK. I'M
GONNA BE YOLUR
NEXT WRESTLING
CHAMPION!




"BILLY WAS
ATTACKEPD. SEVEN
MARINES JUMPEDP

HIM IN A BAR.

iy

WRESTLE THIS,
LOUPMOUTH!

"COMPLETELY MY FALLT, OF
COURSE. BEING MY SON HAS
ITS CHALLENGES."

WHAT MATTERS NOW IS THE
TOUR. THE SHOW MUST GO
ON. I PLANNED EVERYTHING
AROUNPD GIVING BILLY MY
TITLE. THAT IPEA'S OFF
THE TABLE FOR NOW.

IF YOU REPEAT
THIS, T'LL SQUEEZE
YOUR SKULL UNTIL YOUR
EYEBALLS BLEED. A MAJOR
TELEVISION NETWORK IS
CONSIPERING SFW AS
THEIR NEXT SHOW. THEY
WANT A FRESH FACE
AS CHAMPION.

I'MPUTTING
THE TITLE ON
YOU TONIGHT.







"...I'LL MAKE
YoU WISH You'p
NEVER BEEN
BORN."

PUT IT ON
MY TAB. WHY
ARE YOU

COURTNEY.
I WASN'T
EXPECTING TO
SEE YOU.

YOU SHOULPN'T HAVE
AFTER THE WAY YOU STORMEP
OUT YESTERPAY. YOU OWE ME
SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS FOR THE
MILKSHAKE, BY THE WAY.

HEREZ

HEY,
JASON.

YEAH,
PUMMY. BY THE WAY,
MUCH BETTER OUTFIT
TOPAY. YOUR SAP
TURTLENECK ANP
TEST-PATTERN PANTS
KEPT ME LAUGHING
ALL NIGHT.

IMAPE A
MIXTAPE.

YEAH,
WELL...I WAS
TRYING TO BE
SOMETHING
IMNOT.

WANT
SOME FREE
ADVICEZ

STOF



SWHEWZ 1'D
BE IN TROUBLE
WITHOUT

THESE!

HEY,
ANYONE
SEEN WY
CARDS?Z

LAPIES AND
GENTLEMEN, THE
MAIN EVENT IS FOR THE
WORLP HEAVYWEIGHT
CHAMPIONSHIP.
INTROPUCING FIRST,
THE CHAMPION...

RAMBLIN’
RICKY
RAPISON!

YOUR
CHALLENGER:
RISING FROM THE
ASHES OF THE
FIRES OF
CREATION.




PHOENIXY
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WOWZERS!
LOOK AT THE
HEIGHT OF THAT
PROPKICK.

RAPISON'S
IN TROUBLE.

OH BOY, IT
LOOKS LIKE WE'RE
ABOUT TO SEE THE
FLIGHT OF THE
PHOENIX/



ONE...
TWO... THREE.
WINNER!

YOUR
WINNER AND
THE NEW SFW
HEAVYWEIGHT
CHAMPION OF
THE WORLP,
PHOENIX!

RPHOENIX/

EHOENIX
RHEOENIXA

HOLY
GUACAMOLE!

THE PHOENIX IS
RISING, LAPIES AND
GENTLEMEN.

rlerelelr iy

You
JUST MAPE
THE BIGGEST
MISTAKE OF YOUR
LIFE. WAS IT
WORTH ITZ




CAN T HAVE YOUR
AUTOGRAPHZ

YEAH, GUY WENT
INTO BUSINESS FOR HIMSELF. DAD
PIPN'T HAVE A CHOICE BUT TO PUT HIM
OVER. BUS IS LEAVING FOR MEMPHIS
NOW. WE WANT YOU TO TEACH
HIM A LESSON.

NO, YoU
PON'T NEEP TO
BREAK KAYFABE.
BREAK HIM. CAN
YOU HANDLE
THATZ

NO PROBLEM,
BROTHER. WHEN
I GET THROUGH,
HE'S GONNA BE
ALL SHOOK UP.
UH HUH HUH/!
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